St. Luke’s Episcopal Church — Stephenville, TX
St. Luke’s Sunday
October 18th, 2026
8:00 am & 10:00 am & 5:30 pm

The Flowers today are given in memory of Cleve Cole by Marion Cole

A parish potluck follows at 11:00

To All Who Are Joyful And Thankful, To All Who Mourn And Need Comfort
To All Who Are Weary And Need Rest, To All Who Are Friendless And Wish Friendship
To All Who Pray And Who Do Not But Ought, To All Who Sin And Need A Savior.
And To Whoever Will, The Church Opens Wide The Door
And In The Name Of Christ, The Lord Says Welcome.




The Processional Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #493, O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria
The Hymmal 1982, Service Music - #280 Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, who inspired your servant Luke the physician to set forth in the Gospel the love
and healing power of your Son: Graciously continue in your Church this love and power to heal,
to the praise and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Readings
All are seated.

A reading from the Wisdom of Sirach. (38:1-4,6-10,12-14)

Honor physicians for their services,

for the Lotd created them;

for their gift of healing comes from the Most High,
and they are rewarded by the king.

The skill of physicians makes them distinguished,
and in the presence of the great they are admired.
The Lord created medicines out of the earth,

and the sensible will not despise them.

And he gave skill to human beings

that he might be glorified in his marvelous works.
By them the physician heals and takes away pain;
the pharmacist makes a mixture from them.

God’s works will never be finished;

and from him health spreads over all the earth.

My child, when you are ill, do not delay,

but pray to the Lord, and he will heal you.

Give up your faults and direct your hands rightly,
and cleanse your heart from all sin.

Then give the physician his place, for the Lord created him;
do not let him leave you, for you need him.



There may come a time when recovery lies in the hands of physicians,
for they too pray to the Lord

that he grant them success in diagnosis

and in healing, for the sake of preserving life.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 147:1-7 Landate Dominum (Read responsively by whole verse)

1 Hallelujah!
How good it is to sing praises to our God! *
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!

2 The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem; *
he gathers the exiles of Israel.

3 He heals the brokenhearted *

and binds up their wounds.

4 He counts the number of the stars *
and calls them all by their names.

5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; *
there is no limit to his wisdom.

6 The Lord lifts up the lowly, *
but casts the wicked to the ground.

7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; *
make music to our God upon the harp.

A reading from the second letter to Timothy. (2 Timothy 4:5-13)

As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your
ministry fully.

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is
reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me
on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.



Do your best to come to me soon, for Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me
and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with
me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful in my ministry. I have sent Tychicus to
Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and
above all the parchments.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Al stand as are able.

Gradual Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #371, Thou Whose Almighty Word

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

(Luke 4:14-21)

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by
everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been
tulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon The Rev. Mark Witte
A brief time of reflection follows the sermon

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People
Intercessor: On this feast of St. Luke, physician and evangelist, let us pray for the Church and for
the world, that God may continue among us the love and power to heal.

For the holy catholic Church throughout the world, and all who minister in Christ's name. May the
Church proclaim good news to the poor, freedom to the captive, and recovery of sight to the

blind.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the nations of the earth and their leaders; that their work may lift up the lowly, make peace,
assure the common good, and care for those whose voices go unheard.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For physicians, nurses, and veterinarians; for researchers and those who develop medicines; and
for all who tend the sick and suffering. As the wisdom of Scripture teaches us to honor those
through whom God brings healing, bless their knowledge, strengthen their hands, and sustain
them in their work.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For Stephenville, Tarleton State University, and all whose lives touch ours. Open our eyes to the
needs of our neighbors, and make us generous in our care for one another.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For this parish as we celebrate our patronal feast. We give thanks for all who have worshiped,
served, and kept the faith in this place. Renew in us the calling of our patron Luke that, as the
Body of Christ in this place, we may continue his Gospel ministry of proclaiming the love and
healing power of Jesus.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially [those on the St. Luke's prayer list]. Surround
and restore all who suffer with your compassion.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For those who have died, especially [those on the St. Luke's prayer list], and all the saints who have
witnessed to Christ's healing love. Grant that they, having fought the good fight, finished the race,
and kept the faith, may receive the crown of righteousness promised to all who long for you.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds the concluding collect

Gracious God, you sent your Son to proclaim the year of your favor, and have called us to share in
his work. Continue in your Church this love and power to heal, that what was spoken in Nazareth
may be fulfilled among us today; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Stilence may be fept.



Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Al stand as are able.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Announcements

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Tami Arrambide (20%), Gene Jackson (24%)

Celebrant and People
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever

they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23, 24

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, given by text by sending an amount to (254) 282-0706, or given online.
Mailed checks may be sent to the address printed at the end of the bulletin.



The Offertory Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #366 (vs 1-4), Holy God We Praise Thy Name

Doxology (sung to The Hymnal 380)

Prazse God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures heve below;
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B

The people remain standing, as are able. The Celebrant says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #129
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.
The people stand or kneel, as are able.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continnes

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
tullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with Mary, Luke, Henry, Cornelius, James and all your saints, we may enter the
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everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our datly bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Distribution of Holy Communion

Concerning Holy Communion
“This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love hin and for those who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith, and yon who have little,
you who have been here often and youn who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, because it is the Lord who invites yon.
It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.”
1 J
If you do not wish to receive the sacrament, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.
Simply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will bless yon.
1
Gluten free wafers are available upon request.
1
If after receiving Communion or a blessing you wonld like special prayers for healing, yon are invited to
g0 to the votive stand at the rear of the church where someone will pray with you.
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Communion Hymn
Life Every Voice And Sing #106, Take My Hand, Precious Lord

Take My Hand, Precious Lord
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing

Blessing

May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, and guide
you in truth and peace and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Processional
The Hymnal 1982 #537, Christ for the World We Sing

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Hymns printed by permission of Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
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From the Calendar of Saints
October 18 Saint Luke #he Evangelist

A Gentile, a physician, and a companion of Paul in his missionary journeys, Luke wrote his Gospel and
the Acts of the Apostles in Greek. It is only he who tells the stories of the Annunciation of Mary, her
visit to Elizabeth, the child in the manger, the appearance of angels to shepherds, and the meeting with
Simeon.

October 19 Henry Martyn Priest, and Missionary to India and Persia, 1812

Before his premature death at thirty-nine, Martyn translated the scriptures and Prayer Book into Hindi
and Persian. He is remembered as one of the founders of the modern Christian Church in India and
Iran.

October 23 Saint James of Jerusalem Brother of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and Martyr, 62

James’ success in converting many to Christ led to his martyrdom. Set upon the pinnacle of the temple
to preach, he was hurled from the roof to the pavement, then cudgeled to death, when he refused to
turn his listeners from Jesus.
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

PO Box 2506
595 N. Mcllhaney Street
Stephenville, TX 76401
(254) 968-6949

stlukesstephenville@gmail.com

www.stlukesstephenville.org

Permission to podcast/ stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-719502. All rights reserved.

Clergy
The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche — Rector
The Rev. Mark Witte — Curate
The Rev. Leslie Guinn — Assisting

Staff
Kara Barnes — Parish Administrator
Duncan McMahan — Organist
Gail Johnson & Kelly Barbee — Altar Guild Directresses
The Rev. Mark Witte — ECM Missioner
Neely Carter — Vestry Secretary
Emma Gomez — Technology Minister

Vestry

Term Ending 2026 — Kelly Barbee, Malcolm Cross
Term Ending 2027 — Doug McLemore & Allison Haynes
Term Ending 2028 — Gail Johnson & Dylan Dowell

God loves you.
No exceptions.

The Episcopal Church welcomes you.
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