St. Luke’s Episcopal Church — Stephenville, TX
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 8th, 2026
8:00 am & 10:00 am & 5:30 pm

To All Who Are Joyful And Thankful, To All Who Mourn And Need Comfort
To All Who Are Weary And Need Rest, To All Who Are Friendless And Wish Friendship
To All Who Pray And Who Do Not But Ought, To All Who Sin And Need A Savior.
And To Whoever Will, The Church Opens Wide The Door
And In The Name Of Christ, The Lord Says Welcome.




The Processional Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #436, Lift Up Your Heads ye Mighty Gates

The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria
The Hymmal 1982, Service Music - #280 Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made
like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Readings
All are seated.

A reading from the Book of Joshua. (Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25)

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to
all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his
sons Abraham and Nahor—Iived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your
father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his
offspring many.

“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods
that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are
unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other
gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all
the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove
out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the
Lord, for he is our God.”



But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous
God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve
foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.”
And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people,
“You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they
said, “We are witnesses.” He said, ““Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and
incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our
God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day,
and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-7 Attendite, popule (Read responsively by half verse)

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 1 will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.
4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, *
and the wonderful works he has done.
5 He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;
6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments;



A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we
declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of
the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Al stand as are able.

Gradual Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #68, Rejoice, Rejoice Believers

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps
are going out.” But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the
door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” But he
replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



The Sermon The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche
A brief time of reflection follows the sermon

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Intercessor
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, ""Lord, hear our prayer".

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault
at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Andy, Kai, Jeff, Hector, and Brian our own Bishops, for all
bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may
be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the
earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the
light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For the peace of the wotld, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and
freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in
danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory
in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we
pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.



For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our
lives, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors;
that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lotd, hear our prayer.

For Jane, Oma T, Bruce, Tami, Brenda, Eddy & Cissy, Betty, Marion, Mary, Jose, Robert, June,
Sandy, Evelyn, James, Jessica, Tommy, Sam, Steve, Nancy, Adelaide, Micah, Emma, Jennifer, John,
Shirley, Grace , Kim Reed, Jill, Kara, Pete, Sue Ann, Eloy, Gwen, Tatum, William, Aidan, Catl,
Angie, Ken Mortrison we pray to you, O Lord.

Lotd, hear our prayer.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, including those whose faith is known to
you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief,
but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lotd, hear our prayer.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Luke, and all the saints, let us
commend outrselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only what accords
with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannot ask, grant us
for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Stilence may be fept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.



The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

All stand as are able.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Announcements

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Amy Kincannon (12%), David Kincannon (12t

Celebrant and People
Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever

they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift. Matthew 5:23, 24

Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, given by text by sending an amount to (254) 282-0706, or given online.
Mailed checks may be sent to the address printed at the end of the bulletin.



The Offertory Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #58, Lo He Comes with Clouds Ascending

Doxology (sung to The Hymnal 380)

Prazse God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures heve below;
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B

The people remain standing, as are able. The Celebrant says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music, #129
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.
The people stand or kneel, as are able.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the words
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continnes

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
tullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with Mary, Luke, Ammonius, Richard, Walter, Margery, Martin, Charles, Samuel
and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children; through Jesus

11



Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our datly bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Distribution of Holy Communion

Concerning Holy Communion
“This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love hinr and for those who want to love him more.
So come, you who have much faith, and yon who have little,
you who have been here often and youn who have not been here long,
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, because it is the Lord who invites yon.
It is bis will that those who want him should meet him here.”
1 J
If you do not wish to receive the sacrament, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.
Simply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will bless yon.
1
Gluten free wafers are available upon request.
1
If after receiving Commmunion or a blessing you would like special prayers for healing, you are invited to
g0 to the votive stand at the rear of the church where someone will pray with you.
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Communion Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #324, Let All Mortal Flesh
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing

Blessing

May God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, and guide
you in truth and peace and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Processional
The Hymnal 1982 #690, Guide Me, O thou Great Jehovah

The Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Hymns printed by permission of Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use.
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From the Calendar of Saints

November 8 Ammonius Hermit, ¢. 403

Ammonius was an educated hermit in northern Egypt, having memorized the Old and New
Testaments. Because of his wise council to a nearby village, many wanted him to be their bishop.
Ammonius pleaded not to be ordained, but until he removed his ear and threatened to remove his
tongue, his pleas were not heeded.

November 9 Richard Rolle, Walter Hilton, and Margery Kempe Mystics, 1349, 1396, and ¢. 1440

These three were prominent figures associated with the development of Christian mysticism in
England. Rolle was an English hermit, offering a ministry of prayer, writing, and spiritual direction.
Hilton studied at Cambridge who shatred his understanding of "luminous darkness" which marks the
transition between self-love and the love of God. Kempe and her husband had 14 children and had no
formal education, but she experienced intense visions and visited Julian of Norwich who encouraged
her. He book details her travels and mystical experiences and her deep compassion.

November 10 Leo of Rome Bishop of Rome, 461

Leo’s letter to the Council of Chalcedon in 451, dealing with the human and divine natures of Christ,
was so effective it was said that “Peter has spoken by Leo.” He also forestalled the sack of Rome by his
negotiations with Attila the Hun.

November 11 Martin Bishop of Tours, 397

When Martin, who became a patron saint of France, divided his military cloak with a beggar, Jesus told
Martin he had covered the Lord himself with his garment. Martin’s monastery near Tours strongly
influenced the development of Celtic monasticism in Britain.

November 12 Chatles Simeon Prrest, 1836

Simeon became the recognized leader of the evangelical movement in the Church of England and
helped found the Church Missionary Society. His unfailingly biblical, simple, and passionate sermons
assured his high rank as an Anglican preacher.

November 14 Consecration of Samuel Seabury First American Bishop, 1784

Because he could not swear allegiance to the crown, Seabury could not be consecrated in the Church of
England. Instead he was consecrated bishop by bishops of the Episcopal Church in Scotland. As
Bishop of Connecticut he was active in the organization of the American Episcopal Church.
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

PO Box 2506
595 N. Mcllhaney Street
Stephenville, TX 76401
(254) 968-6949

stlukesstephenville@gmail.com

www.stlukesstephenville.org

Permission to podcast/ stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-719502. All rights reserved.

Clergy
The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche — Rector
The Rev. Mark Witte — Curate
The Rev. Leslie Guinn — Assisting

Staff
Kara Barnes — Parish Administrator
Duncan McMahan — Organist
Gail Johnson & Kelly Barbee — Altar Guild Directresses
The Rev. Mark Witte — ECM Missioner
Neely Carter — Vestry Secretary
Emma Gomez — Technology Minister

Vestry

Term Ending 2026 — Kelly Barbee, Malcolm Cross
Term Ending 2027 — Doug McLemore & Allison Haynes
Term Ending 2028 — Gail Johnson & Dylan Dowell

God loves you.
No exceptions.

The Episcopal Church welcomes you.
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