
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church – Stephenville, TX
The Last Sunday after Epiphany – Year B

In Person & Virtual Service via Facebook Live, YouTube
February 11, 2024
8:00am & 10:00 am

Coffee Hour to follow at 11:00 am



The Processional Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #618 Ye watchers and ye holy ones

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant may say
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #280 Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis
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The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Readings
All are seated.

2 Kings 2:1-12

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent
me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will
not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said,
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to
him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of
them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and
to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
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When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”
He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued walking and
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him,
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 150:1-6 Deus deorum (Read responsively by full verse)

1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; he has called the earth from the rising of the
sun to its setting.
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God reveals himself in glory.
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness the judgment of his
people.
5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice."
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; for God himself is judge.

2 Corinthians 4:3-6

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for
Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. 

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Gradual Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #7 Christ whose glory

Then, all standing, as are able, the Celebrant reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (9:2-9)
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
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Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart,
by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling
white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah
with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for
us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them
any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche
A brief time of reflection follows the sermon

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People: Form IV
The Leader and People kneel, as are able, and pray responsively

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess
your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in
the world.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in theways of justice and peace; that we
may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them,
and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope
in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. {St. Luke’s prayer list}
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and
we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says the following Collect
Oh Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look
with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and
to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
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by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
All stand, as are able. The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Announcements

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Randell Christopher (16th) Fr. Bradley Dyche (17th) Dax Gomez (17th) Judy Blackburn (18th)

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace which passes
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Offertory
The Celebrant says to the people

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

If you would like to give to St. Luke’s, you can place money in the offering plate at the Service or you can
Text to give to (254) 282-0706, then enter amount (ex. $50),

you can also give online at https://stlukesstephenville.breezechms.com/give/online
or you can mail your offering to St. Luke’s, PO Box 2506, Stephenville, TX 76401

The Offertory Hymn
Lift Every Voice & Sing II #64 I love to tell the story
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The Doxology (sung to The Hymnal 380)
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
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Eucharistic Prayer A
The people remain standing, as are able. The Celebrant says

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused new light to shine in our hearts, to
give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #S114 Sanctus

Holy, Holy, Holy , Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel, as are able.
The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Celebrant and People
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Jesus said to them, “Peace I leave with you my peace I give to you.”
John 14:27

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Concerning Holy Communion

“This the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more.  

So come, you who have much faith, and you who have little,
you who have been here often and you who have not been here long,

you who have tried to follow and you who have failed.
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.

It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.”
❧

If you do not wish to receive the sacrament, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.  
Simply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will bless you.

❧

Communion Hymn
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The Hymnal 1982 #301 Bread of the world

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest gives the blessing

May the God who shakes heaven and earth,
Whom death could not contain,
Who lives to disturb and heal us,
Bless us with power to go forth
And proclaim the Gospel.   Amen. 
~Janet Morley

Processional Hymn
The Hymnal 1982 #460 Alleluia, sing to Jesus

The Celebrant dismisses with these words

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Thank you for taking the time to visit with us today.  We feel truly blessed that you chose to be with us here at St.
Luke’s.  It is great to have you worship with us and hope you feel truly welcomed. We welcome you back next Sunday

and look forward to seeing you again soon

From the Calendar of the Saints
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February 13 Absalom Jones Priest, 1818
Jones was born a slave, but later bought his freedom. He and other black parishioners left St.
George’s Methodist Episcopal Church after being told they could only worship in an upstairs
gallery. Jones became the priest at St. Thomas African Episcopal Church which was admitted
into the Episcopal Church in 1794. He became known as “the Black Bishop
of the Episcopal Church.” He was an earnest preacher, and was particularly beloved for his
mild manner and his devotion to pastoral visiting.

February 14 Cyril and Methodius Monk and Bishop, Missionaries to the Slavs, 869, 885
Cyril and his brother Methodius are honored as apostles to the southern Slavs and founders
of Slavic literary culture. Cyril invented an alphabet for the Slavonic language; Methodius
completed a Slavonic translation of the Bible.

February 15 Thomas Bray Priest and Missionary, 1730
As rector of a London church, Bray worked on behalf of black slaves in America. He
founded parochial libraries and the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge (SPCK) and
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (SPG). Both are still in operation all over the
world. He was also an advocate of prison reform, influencing public opinion and raising
funds to relieve the misery of inmates.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
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PO Box 2506
595 N. McIlhaney Street
Stephenville, TX 76401

(254) 968-6949
stlukesstephenville@gmail.com
www.stlukesstephenville.org

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-719502. All rights reserved.

Clergy
The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche – Rector

Assisting Clergy
The Rev. Leslie Guinn

Staff
Duncan McMahan – Organist

Marion Cole – Altar Guild Directress
Mackenzie Campbell-Furtick – ECM Missioner

Lindsey Hughes – Parish Administrator
Neely Carter- Vestry Secretary

Laura Carter- Technology Minister

Vestry
Term Ending 2024 – Doug McLemore & Allison Haynes

Term Ending 2025- Gail Johnson & Karl Aho
Term Ending 2026 – Kelly Barbee, Malcolm Cross, & Ian Wilson
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