
  
 
 
 

 
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church – Stephenville, TX 
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Year C 

September 7th, 2025 
8:00 am & 10:00 am 

 
Coffee Hour to follow at 11:00 

 
 
 
 

  To All Who Are Joyful And Thankful, To All Who Mourn And Need Comfort 
To All Who Are Weary And Need Rest, To All Who Are Friendless And Wish Friendship 

To All Who Pray And Who Do Not But Ought, To All Who Sin And Need A Savior.   
And To Whoever Will, The Church Opens Wide The Door 

And In The Name Of Christ, The Lord Says Welcome.  
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The Processional Hymn  
The Hymnal 1982 #372 Praise to the living God

The people standing, the Celebrant says: 
 
Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Collect for Purity 
  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
The Gloria   
                          
  

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #280 Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
   

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide 
in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
The Readings 
All are seated. 
   

Jeremiah 18:1-11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: "Come, go down to the potter's house, and there I 
will let you hear my words." So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was working at his 
wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he reworked it into 
another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter 
has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of 
Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break 
down and destroy it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will 
change my mind about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may 
declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, 
not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. 
Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: 
Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you 
from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 

The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 Domine, probasti  (Read responsively by half verse) 

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me;  
you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places  
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,  
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before  
and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;  
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts;  
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made;  
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you,  
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book;  
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God!  
how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;  
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

 
Philemon 1-21 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, 
and to the church in your house: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective 
when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and 
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my 
brother. 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become 
during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you 
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and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so 
that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I 
preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and 
not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you 
might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother-- 
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you 
in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own 
hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have 
this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am 
writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
   
All stand as are able. 
   

Gradual Hymn 
The Hymnal 1982 #603 When Christ was lifted from the earth 

 
Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Luke 14:25-33 

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes to me 
and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, 
cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For 
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether 
he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' Or 
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he 
is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he 
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So 
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions." 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon                 Rev. Leslie Guinn 
A brief time of reflection follows the sermon 
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The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through 
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 
   

The Prayers of the People 
   

The Deacon or other leader says 
 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
 
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at 
the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for Andy, Jeff, Kai, Hector, and Brian, our own Bishops, for all 
bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may 
be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the 
earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the 
light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 
peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For those in positions of public trust [especially                     ], that they may serve justice, and 
promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who live and work in this community [especially                  ], we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world 
may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in 
danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this congregation [for those who are present, and for those who are absent], that we may be delivered 
from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we 
pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our 
lives, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; 
that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For                               , we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain 
or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, St. Luke, and all the saints, let us 
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God. 
To you, O Lord our God. 
 
For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, now and for ever. Amen 
 
 
 
 

Deleted: .], that they may serve justice, and
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We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand as are able.  
 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

 
Announcements 
 

 
Birthdays & Anniversaries  
Karl Aho (7th), Diane Stokes (9th), Jim & Christie Keay (9th), Sandy Shockley (10th), Tom Mulloy 
(10th), Stephen Burge (12th)   

 
Celebrant and People 
  

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever 
they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may the peace which passes 
understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Celebrant 
  

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  
 

If you would like to give to St. Luke’s, you can place money in the offering plate at the Service or you can 
Text to give to (254) 282-0706, then enter amount (ex. $50), 

you can also give online at  https://stlukesstephenville.breezechms.com/give/online 
or you can mail your offering to St. Luke’s, PO Box 2506, Stephenville, TX  76401 
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The Offertory Hymn  
Lift Every Voice and Sing II #184 Blessed Assurance 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Doxology      (sung to The Hymnal 380) 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
   

Eucharistic Prayer B 
The people remain standing as are able. The Celebrant says 
 

The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show 
forth your glory in all the world. 

 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
 

The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #130 The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus 
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The people kneel, as are able. 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with Luke, the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
   

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
The Distribution of Holy Communion 

  
Concerning Holy Communion 

 
“This the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  

It is made ready for those who love him and for those who want to love him more.   
So come, you who have much faith, and you who have little,  

you who have been here often and you who have not been here long,  
you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
It is his will that those who want him should meet him here.” 

❧ 
If you do not wish to receive the sacrament, we invite you to come forward for a blessing.   

Simply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will bless you.  
❧ 

Gluten free wafers are available upon request 
 

Communion Hymn 
Taizé P 14 Eat this Bread (sing three times, no verse) 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

   

 
The Priest gives the blessing 
    

Blessing 
 

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with 
us.  So be quick to love, and make haste to be kind.  And may the blessing of the One who made 
us, the One who loves us, and the One who travels with us be with you and those you love, both 
now and always. Amen. Henri-Frederic Amiel 1868 

 
Processional 
The Hymnal 1982 #594 God of Grace and God of Glory 
 
The Dismissal 
   

Deacon   Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People    Thanks be to God.  

 
Hymn permission used by Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
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From the Calendar of Saints 
  

September 9 Constance and her Companions Nuns, 1878  
Commonly called “The Martyrs of Memphis,” Constance, six fellow sisters of St. Mary’s 
Convent, two Episcopal priests, the sisters’ two matrons, and several volunteers from New 
York labored to nurse patients stricken with deadly Yellow Fever. All but two died among 
themselves along with the 5,000 victims of the August epidemic.  
 
September 10 Alexander Crummell Priest, Missionary, and Educator, 1898  
For more than half a century, on three continents, Alexander Crummell worked on behalf of 
African-Americans, aiding them in building institutions to serve them and provide 
opportunities for leadership and creativity. He is considered a pioneer in African- American 
worship, education, and social service.  
 
September 12 John Henry Hobart Bishop of New York, 1830  
With his consuming energy and missionary zeal, Bishop Hobart planted a church in almost 
every major New York town and inaugurated missionary work among the Oneida Indians.  
One of the founders of General Theological Seminary and reviver of the college later named 
for him, he also established the Bible and Common Prayer Book Society of New York.  
 
September 13 Cyprian Bishop and Martyr of Carthage, 258  
During the persecution under the Emperor Decius, Cyprian went into hiding, for which he 
was severely criticized, but continued to direct his church by letter. An advocate of a period 
of penance for those wishing to be reconciled to the church, he was later beheaded during 
the Valerian persecution.  
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St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
 

PO Box 2506 
595 N. McIlhaney Street 
Stephenville, TX 76401 

(254) 968-6949 
stlukesstephenville@gmail.com 

www.stlukesstephenville.org 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from  
ONE LICENSE with license #A-719502. All rights reserved. 

 
Clergy 

The Rev. Bradley C. Dyche – Rector 
The Rev. Dn. Mark Witte – Curate 
The Rev. Leslie Guinn - Assisting 

 
Staff 

Lexi McLemore – Interim Parish Administrator 
Duncan McMahan – Organist 

Gail Johnson & Kelly Barbee – Altar Guild Directresses 
The Rev. Dn. Mark Witte – ECM Missioner 

Neely Carter – Vestry Secretary 
Emma Gomez – Technology Minister 

 
Vestry 

Term Ending 2025 – Gail Johnson & Karl Aho 
Term Ending 2026 – Kelly Barbee, Malcolm Cross, & Ian Wilson 

Term Ending 2027 – Doug McLemore & Allison Haynes 
 

 


